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Meditation 1





God's plan to have Christian schools for children.





(1)





God loves us so much that he picks us for life in this world. He wants us to learn the true facts about himself, his world and our�selves. He tells us about himself in three ways: first, through the teachings of Jesus in the Good News, secondly through what the Apostles wrote about him in the New Testament, and thirdly by the teachings of his church.





God wants us to know these things so that his light will take away the darkness of our minds. We can only learn the truth about religion if there is someone to tell us. "How can we be�lieve," St Paul says, "unless they have heard of him. And how can they hear unless there is someone to preach?" God uses human people to spread his beautiful truth throughout the world.





When he was creating the world, he told the light to shine out of the darkness. Now he lights a light in our hearts because he has called us to spread his word to children, and to enlighten them by telling them about God's glory. God, in his mercy, has picked you for this work.





Do not teach lies; but please him by telling the truth about him to the children you teach. Try to do this all the time in your les�sons. Think of yourself as someone God has sent to your pupils with his message to them.





(2)





One of the most important things for fathers and mothers to do is to bring up their children as good Christians. They should teach them their religion. But many parents do not understand their religion well enough to be able to do this. Some of them are too busy working so that their families will have enough food.





So God picks out other people to teach their children for them. He picks people who understand their religion, and want to share it with others. God gives these others special extra graces so that they can build up religion and good habits in the hearts of their pupils. Otherwise their children would grow up without knowing God.





God has called you to do this. He gives you his grace to help you to teach them and help them be good. Use these graces carefully. Watch over your students as their second father and mother.





(3)





God wants everyone to know the truth. He also wants them to use the truth in their lives to get to heaven. So he gives children good teachers who wil1 help them do this. Saint Paul says it is like God planting a garden, or maybe building a house.





He asks you to help his work by telling your students the Good News of eternal life. Yours is a wonderful work. You must al�ways try your best to help your students to be good. St Paul says that God made you his helpers to bring the hearts of your children back to him.





Keep asking them to try hard to be good, as this is what God wants them to do. Think of them as plants in God's garden. Show them how to be good in ways that they can understand. Don't use big words � don't try to make them think you're clever � otherwise they won't understand the things that Jesus wanted to teach them by his death on the cross for us.





They are plants that won't grow if you flood them with too much water. Many of these children never hear about Jesus at home. They need you to explain God's message simply so that they can follow it. Always be careful to do this as well as you can. This is what God wants you to do. It is also what your children need to help them get to heaven.
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How teachers can help their students to be good.





Note: St John Baptist de la Salle started his schools for parents who did not have enough money to send their children to school. He would only open a school if the parish priest or the Local Government Council or a very rich person would agree to pay the Brothers enough money to live on. The parents did not have to pay any school fees.





(1)





Some people do not have enough money to pay others to look after their children for them. So, often they have to let their children run around by themselves until they are old enough to go to work. These parents can't send their children to school because they can't pay the school fees. They go to work them�selves, and there is no one to look after their children.





This is not a good way for things to be. Children left to them�selves like this grow up not used to doing what they are told. So they find this very hard when the time comes for them to get a job. If they have been running around with bad children, they have the habit of doing bad things themselves. These bad habits are very hard to break later when they have been allowed to grow strong for many years.





To cure this bad way of bringing up children, God has given us Christian Schools where there are no school fees. In Christian Schools, the whole day is spent learning reading and writing, as well as religion. The children are always kept busy, so when their parents send them to get work, they are used to working hard and are ready to do their job properly. We should thank God for calling us to teach his children.





Do your work because you love God, and to help the children to be good. You can say with St Paul: "What pay do I get, then? It is the privilege of preaching the Good News without charging for it, without claiming my rights in my work for the Gospel." [1st Corinthians 9:18]





(2)





It is not enough just to keep the children busy in school all day. Their teachers must try hard to help them think in a Christian way. We should be God's messengers bringing God's wisdom to his children. Many important people in the world often don't have this knowledge. It is quite different from the way people generally in the world think.





We must help our children choose between the right and wrong ways of deciding what to do. This is the most important thing we can do for them, because their choices will lead them to heaven or to hell. So your first concern, and the first effect of your care for them, should be to keep them from ever choosing what is bad.





They should avoid even the least little action which is against God's way. Watch carefully that they are good in church and during class prayers. Reminding them to be careful of these things is very good for them. It helps them to keep out of sin and do what is right. It brings them closer to God. Do you act like this for your students? Do this in future if you haven't been doing it yet.





(3)





You want to help your children to think like Christians. Tell them about the life of Jesus, and the things he said. This is at least as important as teaching them the ten commandments and the Sacraments. There are some things we must all know in order to get to heaven.





But just knowing is not enough � the Devil knows these things better than we do! The important thing is to DO what we think is right. St James says that our faith is dead unless we do what that faith tells us is right. St Paul too, says: "I may have the gift of inspired preaching; I may have all knowledge and understand all secrets; I may have the faith needed to move mountains � but if I have no love, I am nothing." [1st Cor 13:2]





So be very careful to teach your classes what Jesus taught, and what we should do to get to heaven. Is there anything more im�portant for you than helping them find their happiness in doing what is right?





Remember you are looking after them like seedlings in God's garden, who will grow up whichever way you show them while they are young. If they can grow up unselfish and caring for others, they will live this way all through life.





What you teach them will not be any help to them unless you live the right way yourself. And also, you must be really de�voted to helping them. This zeal will draw down God's special graces on your students, as well as on yourself. It is the Spirit of God who gives your students the power to do what is good.
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Those who teach the young are working with Jesus to save souls.





(1)





Jesus died so that everyone can get to heaven. But some people do not use this chance that God has given them. Each of us must want to do only what God wants us to do. By his death, Jesus won enough grace to make up for all the sins of all people. But if anyone does not want to have his sins forgiven, God does not use the grace Jesus won for us.





He will not forgive us if we do not ask for it. It is for us to de�cide whether we want to go to heaven or not. This is why St Paul says: "by means of my physical sufferings I am helping to complete what still remains of Christ's sufferings on behalf of his body, the church." [Colossians 1:24]





Does this mean that there is something missing from Christ's suffering? Not in the sense that Jesus left something out, but just that we have our part to do. If we give God whatever we have to suffer as our share in Jesus' work, we show God that we do want to be his children and work for him.





You must help the children you teach to get to heaven. You can do this by getting them to do everything for the sake of the king�dom of heaven. This will allow them to share in the graces Jesus has won for us, and walk on the path that leads to heaven. Remind them that otherwise they will waste the effort that Jesus made to get them to heaven by dying on the cross.





(2)





When you teach children, you are Ambassadors God has sent to them to represent him and to tell them what he wants. So you must always act as God's representative should. When they see how you act, they should know how Jesus would act. They should listen to your lesson as if Jesus were teaching them him�self. They should be ready to obey you as they would obey him.





Teaching them is like helping Jesus to write them a letter: he says the words, and you write them in the children's hearts. You write his message, not with ink, but with the Spirit of the Living God. By the power of Jesus, the Spirit acts through your words and actions. He helps you to put them on the way to heaven, teaching them about Jesus and helping them to keep away from everything that would not please him





You should offer yourself to the Spirit of the Lord and ask him to keep you working for him, and not for your own good. In this way you will be doing all you can to fulfil God's purpose for you. The Holy Spirit will also fill your pupils with himself so that they can be more truly Christian.





(3)





Always remember Our Lord's words: "A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it can do so only if it remains on the vine. In the same way you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me. My father's glory is shown by your bearing much fruit; and in this way you become my disciples." [John 15:4; 8] So, we must ask Jesus to give us the grace to work only for him.





Otherwise, whatever we might do for our children will be use�less for helping them get to heaven. Jesus said these words to his Apostles; but now he is saying them to you. Now you can understand that all the good you can do for your pupils will come from the blessing that Jesus gives to your work when it is done for him.





Just as a branch dies when you cut it off the tree, and doesn't give any more flowers or fruit, your work will have no good ef�fect if you cut yourself off from Jesus. He is the root which pro�duces the sap to flow through us branches and produce the harvest of Children of God. Jesus is telling you in this parable that the more closely you work with him, the more good he will do for your children through your work.





Ask him very eagerly to fill you with his Spirit who will give your lessons power over the souls of your pupils. Jesus gives light to everyone in the world. He will give the light of his Spirit to your children, and will lead them to love your lessons and put into practice what you tell them to do.
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How to work with Jesus to save the children we teach.





(1)





Saint Paul says (and it is very true) that we plant the seeds and water them, but only God can make them grow. It is the same with our work with our pupils. So, if things go wrong, if what you tell them seems to do no good, or they seem to be growing wild, that is the time to turn to God in prayer. Tell Jesus about the troubles you are having, and ask him to send his Spirit to do his work through you.





Remember that Jesus is the Good Shepherd that we read about in the Good News. He looks for the lost sheep, then puts it on his shoulders and brings it back to the flock. You should act like him, since you are sharing in his work. Often ask him to soften the hearts of those you are looking after.





Now, to succeed in your work, you must often pray for help to do it properly. Tell Jesus about the weaknesses you see in your pupils, and any trouble you are having with them. Jesus will surely help you when you go to him and tell him about the things that are stopping you from doing his work.





(2)





Jesus told his Apostles at the Last Supper: "I have given you an example to follow, so that you will do what I have done." He took them around with him while he was doing his father's work so that they learn what to do, and take him as their model when their turn came.





You must do the same as the Apostles did. Jesus has picked you to carry on this work that he gave to the Apostles. Read the Good news and find the lessons that Jesus taught them. He taught them that some things that people hate, like poverty, in�jury, insults, people who tell lies about you, and anything bad which happens to you because you are doing the right thing � all these things can really be blessings from God.





He added that they should be happy when these things happen to them, as they are a chance to do something for God. He gave us as rules for our behaviour gentleness, humility and things like that rather than the way most people behave. He told the Apostles to be better than the scribes and Pharisees.





They only worried about LOOKING good instead of BEING good. People who act like that will not get to heaven. The rich, and those who have everything they want in this world, are the ones who are in a really bad way. That is the kind of behaving you should teach your pupils.





(3)





Don't just try to follow what Jesus DID when you are working for him: you must also try to THINK like him. Your reason for teaching the children must be the same as his: he came so that we might all have life, that is, life to its fullest. He said to the woman at the well: "My words are spirit and life." So, his words will give us life if we listen to them and obey them.





What you should try to do in your lessons is to get them to live as Christians. This will make your words spirit and life for them, because your words come from God's Spirit living in you. He will see that your words put a Christian spirit in them. When they live with this spirit, which is the very Spirit of Jesus Christ, they will lead the right kind of life; and this will take them to heaven.





Be careful not to get big headed when your work seems to go well. This can spoil all your efforts to work for God. It is not by your own strength that you can do them any good. So don't think that you are great when God works through you. Always aim to do the right thing. Then God will be sure to bless you and your work.
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God calls us to be teachers. This makes us the Guardian Angels of our pupils.





(1)





We cannot see any sign of a soul in a new�born baby. He or she seems to be just a bundle of flesh. It is only after some time that we recognise that their minds are starting to work. When they start going to school, their minds find it hard to understand the teachings of Jesus. Good teachers, like Guardian Angels, will help them learn this Good News.





The angels do not need to have a body for their minds to work. Our minds are easily upset if there is anything wrong with our body. So angels find it easier than we do to understand about God and his plans for us.





If God does not help us, our minds cannot discover the truth about God. It is even harder for immature children, whose minds are still clouded by their need for material things. So they need someone to explain the truth to them in a way that they can understand. If there is no one to teach them, they will never get to know God and what he wants them to do.





God has been good enough to pick teachers who can do this work for him. He is truly very good to us, looking after his children, and seeing that there is someone to teach them. Tell God that you are happy to do this for him, and teach your stu�dents as well as you possibly can.





(2)





In order to go to heaven, it is not enough just to know the truths of our faith. Faith without works is dead: we must do what our faith tells us is right. So, it is not enough to teach our students to understand the religious truths . We must encourage them to act in the way these truths tell us to. We can teach them the practical sayings of Jesus in the gospel. (See examples of these maxims at the end of this point.)





As your students are not mature enough to understand and prac�tise these maxims by themselves, here are two ways in which you can be like a guardian angel to them:





(1) 		Help them to understand what the maxim says.





(2) 		Guide them to be able to live them. 





NOTE ON MAXIMS





Often read the Scriptures, and most of all the gospels. Write down short maxims which appeal to you. You can often use these to introduce a relig�ion lesson. Here are some that appeal to me (the translator of this edition) which may help you in your own search: 





Love each other as I have loved you. 





Treat others as you would like them to treat you. 





When you bring a gift to the altar, and remember that your brother or sister is angry with you, go away and make peace with them first, then I wil1 accept your gift.





As long as you did it (fed the hungry, etc..) to the least of my brothers or sisters, you did it to me.





You are of more value than many sparrows...





When you pray, go to your room and pray to your Father in secret, and your Father, who sees what is done in secret will reward you.





Watch, and pray that you do not fall  into temptation.





Father, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing.








Like visible angels, you teach more by what you do than by what you say. They will not listen to you if they see you do not follow your own rules for them. They must see that you are guided by Jesus' advice as much as they are. This will impress their minds and hearts much more deeply than your words with�out action will.





(3)





There are many things that get in our way as we travel through this life towards heaven. So if we are left to ourselves we can�not help getting lost. That is why God gives us guardian angels to watch over us. One of the prophets said they will keep us from falling over a stone, that is, a trap the devil sets for us. So they help us to keep from acting sinfully. They advise us and help us with the difficulties the devil puts in our way.





It is even harder for our students not to fall into sin because they are unformed in mind and body and don't understand what is the best thing for them to do. They need careful guides to show them the right way: guides who understand their weakness, and who know what God wants them to do. Guides like this will help them greatly on their way to heaven.





So God gives his children good guides, and he gives the guides a spirit of care for their students. He makes them watchful so that they feel responsible for the way their students act. When they take this care, the devil doesn't even dare come near the children.





Ask God to help you take good care of your classes, so you will use every means you can to shield them against acting wrongly. Ask him to make you a good, helpful guide. Often pray for the help you need to watch over them like their angels, and keep their souls from harm. This is the right way to feel about your students. God called you to do this for them, and when he comes to judge us, he will want to see that we cared for them as well as possible.
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Our work as Teachers is the work of the Angels





(1)





God uses his angels to teach us how good he is, and what it is he wants us to do. They tell us how to do what is right and act as God's special children, who are invited to share in his king�dom. Once, Abraham's grandson Jacob saw in a dream a ladder which stretched from earth to heaven. Angels were taking our prayers up this ladder to God in heaven, and bringing his answers back down the ladder.





You should do this same thing for your students. Every day, go up to God in your mind during your prayer and ask him what he wants you to teach your children. Then come down to the level where they can understand you and explain to them the things you have learnt from your prayer, from your study of the Scrip�tures and the teaching of the church. Make sure that they can understand what you are teaching them.





So you can see that a vague, airy knowledge of religion is not enough for you. You must be able to live it daily and show your pupils what they need to do to follow Jesus' teachings.





Do you study religion as well as you can? Do you try your best to help your class to know and do what they need to? Do you realize that this is the most important part of your work in class? Make up your mind that from now on you will teach religion as well as you can. Make it so practical that they know what God wants of them.





(2)





The angels know that their work is not finished when they tell us what God wants. They urge us to practise what we know is right and help us to do this. God sends his angels to us to save us from evil ways. They also help us to grow in our understand�ing of God and his holy will. But most of all they help us to act in a way that is pleasing to God. They very much want to do this work that God has given them. They do all they can to help us on our way to heaven.





God has picked you to teach your children about the gospel. So when you do this, you are doing the same work as the angels do for us. You must show them how to bring your teaching into the way they live. If we can do this, the good effect of our teaching will last all through their lives. Like Saint Paul with his converts, you must encourage them to live the way children of God should, because he has called them to share his kingdom and his glory. Are you ready to give up your life for them if necessary, because these children of God are so dear to you?





So, when anyone in your class acts badly, you must do someth�ing. Speak to them in a way that will lead them to a better way of acting. Help those who are weak, encourage the ones who feel like giving up, and always be patient. You should try to work against their bad habits and plant in their hearts good ways that will give the devil no chance to work on them.
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Teaching young boys and girls is one of the most important things God's people can do





(1)





Saint Paul tells us that God picked him to preach the gospel to the people who were not Jews. To help him in this work, God gave him a deep understanding of why Jesus acted in the way that he did. That is why this saint was able to begin God's work so well, building up faith and religion in the villages where he vi�sited. No one had preached about Jesus in these places before Saint Paul came, so he called himself their "father in Christ". By this, he meant that he helped them to be re�born as Christians.





You are not Saint Paul, and your work is different from his. But God also calls you, like him, to explain the gospel. The parish priests and the parents send the children to you. Your job is the important one of preparing them to learn about the most holy Trinity, and about the life of Jesus.





Saint Paul tells us that, without faith, it is impossible to serve God. If we are not going to serve him, we can have no hope of earning from him the reward of eternal life in heaven. So, when we prepare the souls of our students for God's gift of faith, we are doing the best thing we can possibly do for him. It is a great honour to be picked for this work, to see that young people learn to know God, and that they come to accept his spirit. Pray that God will make you fit to do this well.





(2)





In the early years of the church, the bishops' main work was to prepare people for baptism. They also continued to teach them the truths of our faith after they had been baptised. Saints Cyril and Augustine wrote their own catechisms (books to instruct baptism candidates about God and his church). These bishops also told their priests to use these books.





Saint Jerome spent many years translating the Bible into the lan�guage people used then. In a letter to a friend he wrote that he thought it was a greater honour to teach the faith to a young child than it was to be the teacher of the king's sons. Gerson, a famous professor of the University of Paris, used to teach relig�ion to young children also.





These holy people did this because they knew that it was the same work that Jesus gave to his apostles. Saint Luke (9:1�6) tells us that Jesus called the apostles together, and sent them out to preach the Good News and heal the sick. When he was going to leave the apostles, he told them to teach everywhere: "Go, teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." (Matthew 28:19)





After the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, the first thing Peter did was to go and teach in the temple. Straight away, 3 000 people came to believe in Jesus. Paul also made this his work. Read what he said in Athens (Acts 17:16�31), then before the Roman Governors, Felix (Acts 24:10�21) and Festus (24:25 and 26). He told the Corinthians (1 Cor 9:16) that if he visited them but could not teach them, this would be painful to him.





Besides telling the apostles to teach people about religion, Jesus joined in this work himself. "I must tell the Good News of God's kingdom: this is why the Father sent me." For us, too, this is why Jesus sends us, and it is why the church asks us to teach. The saints took this work of teaching religion very seri�ously. We should do the same.





(3)





The apostles, and the first bishops who came after them, knew how important it was to teach the ones who asked for baptism, and also those who had just been baptised. Saint Paul felt it was an honour to be given this task. But he did not rely on his cleverness to win souls. God's message makes the wisdom of this world look silly. When God sent his light into the world, it was not the most clever ones who rushed to accept it, but those whose hearts were ready to listen to God.





God told Saint Paul about a plan which he had kept hidden: those people who had not been part of his "chosen people" were now to be invited to become stones in the building he was mak�ing on the foundation of the apostles. We are to make ourselves into a temple where Holy Spirit of God will come to live.





God was able to make a mighty house for his Holy Spirit, built on the work of the apostles and the early bishops. This is why they saw that this work is so important. We too should know that teaching religion is the most important thing we can do. We work with God to help our pupils become his loving children, and later to share in his kingdom in heaven. This gives them a good start in life, and God will then send others to carry on this good work throughout their lives.





Thank God he has invited you to do the work he first gave to the apostles, then later to the early bishops and other great pas�tors in the church. Make yourself such a good religious teacher that you can be proud of your part in God's plan.
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What you can do to help the work of the church.





(1)





Remember that when you teach the children God sends you, you are helping to build up the church. Your pupils are a part of the building which Jesus started to build with his apostles. So, you must work with the same spirit as they did. They never stopped teaching and telling everyone the good news of Jesus every day, when they were in the Temple, or walking the streets, or at home. Because of this, God sent more people to join the church every day.





The number of Christians kept getting bigger because the apostles were so much on fire with love of God. This made them want to preach and teach about God. They picked seven deacons to do the other jobs they had so that they could give all their attention to praying and teaching God's word. These apostles were only doing what they had already seen Jesus do. Jesus would spend all day in the Temple where everyone crowded round to hear him; then at night he would pray alone in the Garden of olives.





You are carrying on the same work begun by the apostles when you teach the poor about God. lf you want to do as much work in the church as you can, teach religion every day, so that your pupils will understand easily what God wants of them. This is the way to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and the apostles. Like them, you must follow up your work with prayer and read good books, so that you are full of the truths you want to teach your classes. God will then bless you, and help you to do your part properly in the work of the church.





(2)





If the apostles had only preached, and not taught their followers how to live as children of God, they would have wasted their time. But they were not satisfied with teaching; their great care was to bring those first Christians to act as God's loving children. These first disciples of the apostles kept doing what they had been shown, right through their lives: they shared their things together, broke bread, prayed and went to the Temple "united in one spirit". After their baptism, they always lived out the promises they had made then.





Saint Paul did the same after God converted him. After teaching in the Synagogue at Ephesus for three months, he taught every day for the next two years in the lecture hall of Tyrranus. Many people came to him to be baptised and to receive the Holy Spirit. The apostles' first care was to teach their disciples, then to bring them to the sacraments, to prayer, and to following the Christian life.





You must act like this too. Like the apostles, take great care that your pupils receive the sacraments and are ready to be con�firmed in a way which will bring down on them the special bles�sings of the Holy Spirit. Make sure that they understand the Sacrament of Reconciliation and are ready to receive it. Prepare them for their First Communion so that they will receive it lov�ingly, and continue through their lives to communicate frequent�ly. You would never stop teaching them these things if you realised how much good it does them.





(3)





"Is it any good saying that you believe if your actions don't show this belief? Can this kind of faith save you?" (James, 2:14) So it is no good just teaching your pupils what is right, if they ig�nore what you teach them in the way they act. That is why we say that faith without works is dead (James, 2:17). Don't be sa�tisfied when you have taught them all they need to know to get to heaven. He1p them to practise the good habits which are suit�able for their age. It doesn't matter how much faith they have, or how deep it is; if they are not doing good actions, their faith is no use to them.





Teach them over and over that they will never have a stronger faith than the devil has, so they can beat him only by the good�ness of their lives. Help them to be reverent and self�controlled in church, and during times of prayer and study of religion in school. Fill them with the innocence and humility Our Lord praises in the Gospel. Show them how to become gentle, pa�tient, loving, and respectful to their parents. Pray and work that they will behave as God wants them to.
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Those who teach religion should be on fire to do this work as well as possible





(1)





Saint Paul tells us (I Cor 12:28) that God makes sure that the church has apostles, prophets and teachers. Think about this and you will realise what he wants you to do for him. Saint Paul also says that there are different gifts and different jobs to be done with them, and the Spirit gives us the special helps we need for our work in the church. For example, a preacher is given wisdom to say what is useful. Another is given a really deep faith for some other purpose.





The grace God gives us to teach children is a very special gift. With it, we can explain the gospel to them and bring them up as good Christians. Since God has called you to this work, he wants you to do it as well as you can. Anyone who does God's work carelessly is working against him.





Whenever you teach, remember this is God's work you are shar�ing in. So do it with love, truly and sincerely on fire to do well: be patient when things get difficult, and be ready to be dishon�oured, badly treated, or even killed, if this should be what God plans for you. Pray hard that you will come to be like this, and always remember that God picked you for this task and asked you to work in his vineyard. So, do it with all the love of your heart, working just for him.





(2)





You are working for God the Father, for Jesus and the church. So, show your thanks to God by the way you do your work. Saint Paul calls those who teach the Gospel "Jesus' special workers" (I Cor 4:1). Our work is to write a letter dictated by Jesus, using, not ink, but the Spirit of the living God. We are to write it, not on paper, but on the hearts of our pupils.





Because of this, your aim must always be the love and the glory of God. The love of God drives us on, because Jesus died for us so that we would put our evil ways to death and live only the new life of a good Christian. Try to bring your pupils to think in this way, so that God will use you as his ambassador who brings them to act as his loving children.





The church is the body of Christ. So show your love, respect and obedience to him by your work in spreading the faith of the church, and deepen it in your students. God has picked you es�pecially to bring his words to these children.





Because the church wants her members to become holy, you too should feel this way, saying to God with King David: "Love for your house burns inside me." This house is the people of God: it is built on the apostles, and Jesus is the main stone used to build it. Let your love burn brightly for those God gives you, just as Jesus loved those he was sent to. Help them to be useful parts of God's house, so that when they die they will enter God's glory.





God sends them to Christian schools because he wants them to get to heaven. You should see to it that they get full value for their time in your classes, so that God's plan for them will work properly.





(3)





The work God has given you is to help souls on their way to heaven. You must try your hardest to do just that. You have to imitate God himself in the way he loved those he created: when we fell into sin and could not fix ourselves up, his tender care for us made him send his own Son to rescue us. So Jesus tells us: "God loved the wor1d so much, he gave his own Son so that anyone who believes in him will not die, but will be given eternal life."





The Father and Jesus have done everything they can � without forcing us � to bring us back to their love. If you really want what is best for the children you teach, you too will do everyth�ing you can to bring them to lead good lives. Like Saint Paul we should work, not to get a reward, but because our love drives us onwards.





Always feed the holy fire of love within you, saying in effect to the parents what the King of Sodom said to Abraham: "Give me their souls; you can keep the rest" (Genesis 14:21). You could also tell them: "I came that they might have life � life in all its fullness" (John 10:10). Your zeal for the salvation of your pu�pils should be as strong as this. You will be doing God's work very well. God has honoured you by inviting you to help him with this work.
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We should always try our hardest to serve God in our teaching





(1)





God sent his son into the world to destroy sin. The Brothers were founded for the very same reason. You should try very hard to do this � get rid of sin in ourselves and help those we teach to avoid it. When you see them doing wrong, do all you can to help them to do better.





You should feel like the prophet Elias, who said: "I work my hardest for the Lord, the God of armies, because the children of Israel do not keep the promises they made to him." You care very much for the good of your students, and you want to help them keep away from sin. So, be like Elias when they do wrong, and try even harder to please God. Can you say to your students, like Elias: "My love of God makes me hate it when you do not try to please him or do not act as his children, bap�tised as his specially loved ones."





Remind your pupils how they always run for their lives when they see a snake. They should run even harder from the works of Satan, the snakiest of snakes from the Garden of Eden. Really try to help them feel how bad are the evils of impurity, of never praying, of stealing, lying, disobedience, and when they do not show proper respect for their parents, or hurt their class�mates. Make them understand that this is not the way to go to heaven.





(2)





It isn't enough just to stop your students doing what is wrong. Lead them on to do all the good they can. Try to do this. See that they always speak the truth, and then they won't feel they have to take an oath to convince anyone that what they say is al�ways true. If they always say the truth, people will learn this very quickly.





Remind them that Our Lord tells us to love our enemies, to do good to people who hurt us or lie about us. Show them how they can do this, and not meet another's evil with our own evil revenge. Encourage them, as Our Lord says, to do what is good because it is what God wants, and not to do it so that others will see us doing good and give us praise or some other reward. If their "good" is rewarded in this life, they cannot ask God to re�ward them again for it when they die.





Teach them to pray � this is very important. Jesus taught us to pray reverently and in secret. It is in our heart that prayer takes place; whatever we do just to be seen is certainly not prayer. At prayer, nothing should come between us and God. When we pray in this way, God will be happy to hear us and give us what we need.





Whether your pupils are rich or poor does not matter, really. Encourage them all not to let their hearts fill with love for riches, whether they have them or not. Jesus was poor, so all his followers can love poverty, if it is their life, or help those poorer than themselves if they are able to. Jesus said the king�dom of heaven belongs to those who are poor in their hearts � that is, their hearts are not set on riches.





If you really want to help your pupils get to heaven, you must often talk to them about these things. These rules come from God, but it is hard for us to act in this way. So we must often try to convince our students to act in the right way.





(3)





No matter how hard you convince your children to act in the right way, it will do no good if you only talk about it. They must also see what you teach in the way you live. If they don't see you acting in the way you tell them to, you do not really want to help them. Saint Paul wrote to the Christians at Philippi: "Do these things � as I do; and follow the example of those who take them to heart." He wanted so much to help them, that he was ready to do himself all that he asked them to do.





Our Lord, too, was ready to do what he wanted his disciples to do. At the last supper, he washed their feet, to show that they had to be ready to do whatever was needed by their compan�ions. Then he told them "I did this to give you an example: you must do as I have done."





Now we can easily see that you have no real care for your pu�pils if you do not do yourself what you tell them it is right to do. You must first practise what you teach them. Only in this way can you reach their hearts � words alone will never do this. This is true with grown�up people, but far more so with children. What they see you do shouts so loudly that they cannot hear you saying that they should act in a different way.
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When our students do wrong, we must tell them it is wrong, and help them do what is right.





(1)





One thing that shows how much we want to help our students on their way to heaven is that we are ready to tell them when they do wrong, and help them to act in a better way. Because Jesus loved the Jews he lived with, he often told them things they were doing which did not please God.





For example, he went to the Temple of Jerusalem and made the dealers who sold animals for sacrifice go outside the Temple for business. To show how wrong it was, he made a whip out of cords and chased them out. He also spoke very hard words to the Pharisees, because they just wanted to look good instead of trying to be good. He was all against this way of acting.





They thought that they were very holy, because people thought they were and said so; but Jesus told them they were no better than dead bodies rotting in their graves under beautiful looking headstones. They also used to teach people to serve God properly, but never tried to do it themselves. He often spoke out publicly against them, and against other groups who were not acting in the right way.





In the same way Saint Paul told the Christians of Corinth that it was not right to keep an incestuous man in their community. Then he told them what they should have done: given him to Satan to destroy his body so that his spirit might be saved.





Now it is your turn to tell your students when they do someth�ing wrong, as young children often do not realise that certain things are wrong. Often they act without thinking, and your correction will help them to think first and avoid doing what they should not do.





(2)





As Adam's descendants, we always find it easier to do things we should not do. This happens especially to children, who are not yet able to think clearly about what is right and what is wrong. "Doing what comes naturally" often means doing things they should not do.





The Holy Spirit, speaking through the writer of the Book of Proverbs [22:15], says: "Folly � that is, silliness � is close to the heart of children, and the only cure is to correct them." To help our students to keep away from hell we must tell them when they do wrong, and show them how they should act. Otherwise they will never learn what is right.





If we leave them to do whatever they want to do, they can easily end up ruining their lives and shaming their parents. The wrong they do so thoughtlessly can grow into strong habits which are very hard to correct. The habits that children grow up with, either good or bad, usually become what we call a second nature to them, that is, they will do them without even thinking.





So, to teach your children properly, you must be ready to correct them whenever they need it. By bringing them back to the right path, we can help them escape from the traps the devil sets for them. When children get into a sinful habit, they are no longer free, but are miserable captives of the devil. Jesus tells us that whoever lives in sin is the slave of sin. [John 8:34] Jesus died to free us from sin. Do everything you can to help your pupils feel the glorious liberty of the children of God, which he won for them.





You need two special virtues to help you do this: the first is gentleness and patience; the other is prudence in pointing out their errors.





(3)





Never give up in your efforts to correct your students when they need it. If you do, you will deserve the blame when God asks you why you did not do your duty for them. God wil1 blame you if you cannot be bothered trying to help your pupils keep out of sin.





When they are in class, you take the place of their fathers and mothers, and of the priest, so you must watch over them as the special work God has given you to do for him. Remember, God will count their sins against you unless you do what you can to help them keep out of sin.





We see this happening very clearly, and very frighteningly, in the Book of Samuel. Eli, although he was the High Priest, did not correct his sons when they did wrong. God had Samuel tell Eli that he and his family were condemned for their crimes: the sons for their bad deeds, and Eli for not stopping them. God con�sidered this such a big sin that it would not be taken away by sacrifices or offerings to the Lord.





You can expect the same fate, for you are acting as father and mother to your children. If you will not correct them, you will share in the punishment they deserve, for you deserve it even more. God gave these sheep to you to look after, and you let the wolves of evil attack them. Be good shepherds, or you will share the fate of Eli for not doing your job.
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How to tell our pupils that what they are doing is wrong





(1)





There is a right way, and a wrong way to correct our students if they are acting badly. If we do it the wrong way, we do more harm than good.





First, we must be sure that we only act in order to do what God wants of us. Before you correct a pupil, take some time to think about what you are doing, and why you are doing it, and pray for help to make the right decision. Then give your correction in a way that will help them to improve. Human beings, even children, have the right to be treated with dignity, and not cor�rected like animals.





We must be careful that we are always just to them. We should make sure they understand that what they did was wrong, and that they agree that they deserve the punishment that we give them. If they think we are treating them harder than they de�serve, we will do them no good, but only make them bitter.





lf they are Christians, they should accept their correction in a way that pleases God, in order to improve in wisdom and grace as they grow up. The Holy Spirit [Proverbs, 12:1] says that our correction should have this effect on children.





Before you correct anyone, put yourself in the presence of God and ask him what correction you should give. Think carefully and prayerfully before you do anything. Ask yourself if they are ready to accept correction, or should you first try to get them to be ready. If you take the trouble to do this properly, don't worry if your correction does not have a good effect. You have done your part, and we must accept the abuse of their free will, just as God accepts ours.





When you correct your pupils properly, you deserve praise from God and man, and thanks from those you have helped. Of course, you mightn't get it, but you do deserve it. You are truly helping them more than someone who speaks nicely to them but lets them do whatever they like. Whenever you correct your pu�pils, it should only be because you think this is what God wants for them.





Never reprove them impatiently or angrily. This is a sign that you are not thinking of what is good for them, but only taking revenge because they have annoyed you. Be very careful that you always act in this important matter with the desire to please God.





(2)





Saint Paul told his disciple Titus that he had to correct disobedi�ent people very clearly, or they might lose their faith. He told Timothy the same thing, saying that this might make others afraid to follow the example of the wrongdoers. But he also told them to act kindly towards everyone. If someone was against authority, they had to correct them patiently and gently, in the hope that God would help them repent.





This is one of the best ways of winning and touching the hearts of those who fall into faults. It puts them in a mood to be ready to change what they are doing.





God sent the Prophet Nathan to correct King David, who had stolen the wife of Uriah, then had him killed. Nathan spoke to David like a friend, telling him a story about a rich man. This man had many sheep, but stole the only sheep of a poor man.





This story made David very angry against the rich man. He said he deserved death, and should never be pardoned. Then Nathan told him: "You are just the same as that man!" and showed him how much God had done for him, and reminded him how he had treated Uriah.





This is the kind of way you must use with those you teach when they fall into some fault, and you have to correct them. So, when your feelings are stirred up, don't correct anyone until you have calmed down. If you don't wait, you will do harm to your pupils, and also to yourself.





At times like this, take a few moments to think quietly, so that no one will see that you have been feeling angry. Then, when you are in control of yourself again, you will be blessed by God and can make the correction as calmly as you like. Is this how you have been acting? Often pray that you will never be con�trolled by anger when you have to punish anyone.
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When you correct your students with gentleness and love, you may expect a good result, just as the prophet Nathan did with King David. When David realised that he had acted like the rich man in Nathan's story, he confessed: "I have sinned," and started to do hard penance. His child by Uriah's wife died, and David accepted this as God's will. So the wise and gentle method that Nathan used softened David's heart. He said he had sinned, asked God to pardon him, and was really sorry.





When we correct our students wisely, they will try to do better. If we correct them in anger, they will turn against us, and their ill�will and desire for revenge may stay with them for many years. Good methods usually bring good results, but bad methods can do a lot of harm. If you want your corrections to do good, give them in a way that will please God and will appeal to the good side of those you have to correct.





Always examine yourself to see why you are correcting them: is it because you are angry with them, or are you sorry that they are not pleasing God by what they do? If they can see that you really care for them and are trying to help them, although you may cause them pain, they will not be angry with you but will be grateful for the good you have done for them. They will be sorry that they have done wrong, and will try to do better in the future. Make up your mind now to be careful always to act in this way when your have to correct your students.
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God will ask us how well we have done our work as teachers





(1)





You are co�workers with God in his work, says Saint Paul [I Cor 3:9], and he uses you to work for him in the garden of your children's souls. Since he has given you this work, when you are to be judged by him after death, he will ask you how wel1 you have acted in his name as teacher of his children. God has made Jesus our judge when we come into the next life. In his parable of the rich man he has told us what he will say: "Give an account of how you have worked for me. "





He will then look right into the depths of your heart to see how faithful you have been in your share of his work. He will show you clearly whether you have worked well or badly for him, and will reward you as you deserve. lf you examine yourself every day to see how you have served him, this final account will not be a hard one. See how you have been acting, and whether you have not done anything you should for him.





Get to know yourself just as you are, with strong points and weak points. Then, when Jesus judges you, there will be no need to fear what he will tell you. If you have been correcting your faults as you find them, he will find nothing to condemn in you. He has made you guardians and guides of his children, and will be very pleased with you if you have done your job well.





(2)





The judgement that Jesus will make after you die is a very serious one, as it will be about the souls of the children he has given you to look after. On your judgement day, how your students behave will be just as important as how you behave yourself.





He will ask you first about them, and only later about yourself. When he asked you to care for them, he expected you to be as careful of their souls as you are of your own.





Saint Paul reminds us [Heb 13:17] that anyone who has to look after others must give God an account of how he has looked after them. This is because God wants to see how well we do whatever work he gives us to do for him. We are doing what we need to save our own souls when we help others on their way to heaven.





Do you realise, when you look at your actions, that it is what your students do that you should be most careful of? Your own spiritual exercises, such as mental prayer and spiritual reading, will be made better if you keep in mind the needs of your stu�dents while you do them. If you look after them in this way, God in his turn will look after you. Keep this in mind whenever you do these things.





(3)





Jesus has asked you to teach the children their religion. So he has given you the task to build up his body, the church. As much as you can, you should help to make the church holier, pu�rifying her by the word of life. Then she will become the glori�ous bride of Christ, without spot or wrinkle [a reference to Ephesians, 5:27]. This is why he wants you to give him a faith�ful account when he calls for it.





He always loves his church, and relies on his helpers to make her more perfect. We have to carry on the work which he began on the cross, but left for us to finish. Children are the most innocent part of the church. Usually they are ready to accept the graces offered to them. Jesus wants to use you as his voice and his hands to help them become holy. In this way they will become good Christians, and not like leaves blown around by every wind of false teaching that the devil's disciples tempt them with.





Some of these temptations will come from their own young companions who give them bad example. There are also many others they will meet who will show them wrong ways of acting. Your work is to help them grow to full maturity as Christians. You and they are parts of Christ's body, the church, and you ought to help one another. If you do, you will really be members of the body of Jesus.





Act now in such a way that, when God calls you to judgement you will be able to tell him that you have done as well as you could what he asked of you. lf you can show him those you have led to a holier life, he will be very pleased with you.





�
Meditation 14





What things God will ask us about our teaching when we come to be judged by him





(1)





God has invited you do share in his work. He wants you to work for his greater glory by giving children the spirit of wis�dom by showing them how they can know him better. So he will ask you about his work when he comes to judge us.





Your work is very important, and God will be very severe if your children do not know their religion properly through your fault. That would be just as bad as if you were yourself ignorant of your religion. God will ask you if you have been careful to teach catechism, and whether you have given the full time needed by this most important subject. Whether you have taught them all the truths they need to know at their age and at their stage of development.





He will especially ask if you have not bothered with some who are very slow, or very poor, or shown special favour to some who have plenty of money or are really pleasant to talk to. You will have to tell God how well you taught them to take part in the Eucharist and to use the Sacrament of reconciliation, or have you preferred teaching things like reading, writing or arithmetic. These are also important to teach at the proper time, but the re�ligion lessons are the most important.





He will ask, too, if you have used all your class time well, or wasted time on things which are not needed, or not your work. Have you made sure you know all the things you need to teach? Are you ready to answer all these questions? If not, start work�ing on them today, and often think about what you will have to say to God when the time comes. If you have not been doing God's work well, make up your mind strongly to correct your�self. Do better in future, so when God calls you to account he will not surprise you and find you unready.





(2)





It will be good if you can tell God at judgement that you have taught your students well. But this is not enough by itself. You will be judged too on whether you have watched over how they behave. You will have to give an account of the souls of your students. How will you like it if you have to explain to Jesus why you allowed one of his "sheep" to be lost?





Will you be able to explain why you did not try to lead your straying student to what is right, and help him to live properly. When you are with your pupils in church or in school, you must try to stop them doing the smallest thing that might displease God. Watch carefully too, that they pray reverently and respect�fully, as God deserves.





You might think that you are only responsible for your pupils during the times they are in class. But you must try to help them behave properly all the time, and help them avoid bad compan�ions all through their life. When you have to account for their souls, this means you must answer for anything that concerns their salvation.





If you have not been doing this up to now, think of yourself as guilty in the eyes of God. Think how terrified you would be to die and have to explain your carelessness in God's service.
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God looks to why we do things � our intentions. If we are trying to do our best, that is all he asks of us. Maybe something we say or do is not perfect, but if we do not mean to offend God, he is still happy with us. Saint Paul tells us we should do everything for the glory of God [sol 3 :17].





We must not act to please other people; only try to please God in everything we do. This is the only motive God wants you to have in his service. Have you ever thought like this? Or do you usually not have any intention for what you do, or just some human intention? This fault can spoil everything you do, even things which are good in themselves, and will block God's bles�sings on what you do.





God will ask, at your judgement, how you have worked for him: was it seriously and wisely? Or are you too familiar with those you teach? Saint Paul told Titus: "In all things, you must be an example of good behaviour; be sincere and serious in your tea�ching" [Titus 2:7]. Seriousness is very necessary for a teacher, for if you are not usually serious, your students will not expect to hear you say anything worth listening to.





The first quality a teacher needs is zeal or a great desire, for teaching. The second is good behaviour; then serious self�con�trol. These are the most necessary virtues for a Christian teacher.





That is still not all! You will answer too for your patience and self�control before the court of God's mercy. These are very necessary things when you have to correct your students. There is nothing you must avoid more than letting your feelings take over at such times. This should be one of the main points you examine yourself on when you try to prepare yourself for the time when you will be judged. Often think about this.
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Those who teach children can expect a reward even in this life





(1)





God, who is so good, loves to reward those who work well for him. This is especially true for those who help him work for the salvation of people's souls. Jesus told us that those who leave home to follow him will receive a hundred times what they gave up, even in this life [Mt 19:29].





He will reward even more, even in the present time, those who work well for him to spread his kingdom! God has two different kinds of reward for all who work in his service to save souls. The first is a very large share of his grace. The second is a greater share in his work, and the ability to work better for the souls of others.





He tells of the first reward in the story of the man who gave his servants silver pieces to trade with [Mt 25: 1~30]. He gives the servant who works hardest all the money of the lazy servant as well as his own. "Those who have will get more," the lord says, "until they become rich".





The second reward is found in another story. Saint Luke has the story of how the great man rewarded his servants for the way they used his money. He rewards the one who earned ten money units by putting him in charge of ten villages. [Luke 19: 12�27]





Think how lucky you are to be picked to work in the Lord's fields, since Our Lord tells us that those who gather his harvest will surely be rewarded! So work as hard as you can and as well as you can, because this is the way to get to heaven.





(2)





If you are working to help the Good Shepherd look after his sheep, there is another reward for you too. You wil1 be made very happy because your pupils are serving God so well. You will see that your work is not useless, but is helping your children get to heaven.





Saint Paul was thinking this way when he told the Corinthians, after he had preached to them, that they were the result of his work for the lord. [1 Cor 9:1]. He was happy because they had such good will. He delighted in telling other Christian commu�nities how good the Corinthians were. He hoped that, as their faith grew deeper, they would be able to bring many other communities to share in the Good News. But his boasting of what he did for God was always just to encourage others to do the same. This great apostle was greatly comforted by the way people accepted the teaching of Jesus.





You, too, can find strength to work hard for God by looking at those who accept his word. How wonderful it is for you that God has picked you to help him in his work for the souls of your pupils. Can you say, like St Paul, that your greatest joy comes from announcing the gospel freely to others, without making them pay anything for it? [1 Cor 9:18]





It is a wonderful thing to teach your students what the gospel teaches, solely for the love of God. St Paul, who is called the teacher of the nations, teaches us to find joy in working only for God. [2 Cor 7:4] How consoling it is to feel, at the bottom of your heart, that the children you teach are well�behaved, they understand their religion properly, and are reverent to God. Thank God with all your heart for this reward he gives you for your work.





(3)





There is another reward God will give you already in this life for helping your students to have a Christian spirit. When they grow up, and you see them acting honourably and reverently, doing good deeds and avoiding evil, you will find a very special satisfaction.





Your teaching is not just words. If they try to do what you say, God will give them plenty of grace which will keep them on the right path. This will give you great joy to see. You will know that their way of acting is pleasing to God, and will make them sharers in his kingdom.





How happy you will be when you see them receive your words, not as the words of men, but as God's word strongly helping them to lead good lives. [l Thess 2:13] In your joy you can call them your hope, your consolation and your crown of glory in the sight of Jesus. [1 Thess 2:19]





Often think of these rewards that God gives you even in this world. Thank God every day through Jesus that he has given us the Christian Schools to work for his greater glory by instructing the young in the way to live and in what to believe. Pray fer�vently, too, that he will make your Institute grow and bear fruit day by day. In this way, as St Paul says, the hearts of the faithful will be made stronger in holiness and in justice.
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If a Brother of the Christian Schools is faithful to his work, he can expect a very special reward in heaven.





(1)





In St Paul's time, some of the Corinthians used to say, "I follow Paul", or, "I follow Apollos" [1 Cor 3:4]. Paul did not like these divisions among Christians. He reminded them that they would be rewarded according to how much, and how well, they had worked. [1 Cor 3:8]





So be happy, because you will be rewarded more than those who only worked at their own salvation. The more children you have taught and brought to God's way, the greater will be your share in God's rewards. St Paul tells us that it will be clear on the Day of Judgement how each has worked, for what we have done will be tested by fire. [1 Cor 3:13,14]





We will see clearly on that day the good work done by Christian teachers. Those who have formed children in their faith, and those who have trained them to live by the Spirit of Christ, as well as those who helped them become strong in faith, will be seen as God's special helpers.





But any teachers who have not helped their students form good habits, or who have been careless of their duty in important things will be greatly shamed when their faults are seen by everyone. So you see, the more good you do your pupils, the more God will reward you.





As St Paul told the Corinthians, "You will be our glory when the Day of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, comes." [2 Cor 1:14] Your pu�pils are like St Paul's Corinthian converts, because you can say that they will be the cause of your glory on Judgement day if you taught them well and they followed your teachings.





Everyone at the judgement will see the good that you have done for them. And all through eternity you will be glorified for teaching them so well. Your glory will reflect the glory you earned for them. Do your work so well that this blessing will be yours for ever.





(2)





You will be very happy to see in heaven all those you help to get there too. This does happen to those who teach religion to many others. We read in the prophet Daniel: "Those who teach many about Christian justice will shine like stars for ever." [Dan 12:3 ]





Yes, you will really shine among those you have taught! They will always remember what they owe to you, for after God, you have only you to thank for their happiness. What joy for every Brother to see so many of his students in heaven with him. What joy you will share with them! How wonderful to meet them when you come first into the presence of God!





There will be a great celebration as you remember together the blessings God has given you, calling you to join the saints in their glory. This great happiness will be yours in the moment of your death, if you are always careful from now on to do your work for God as well as you can.





(3)





"Show me the path to life," says King David, "your presence fills me with joy and brings me pleasure for ever." [Ps 16: 11] Indeed, the sight of God will fill us with such wonder and joy that we could forget our own name. God gives this happiness in heaven to those who help others on their way to God's kingdom.





You should spend your time as the Guardian Angels of your pu�pils. This is how you can save a great number of them with your special care for their good. What a thrill of joy you will feel when you hear the voices of all the children you have led, almost by the hand, into heaven!





On the day of judgement, and all through eternity in heaven, they will use the same words as the girl whom St Paul rescued from the devil: "These men are servants of the Most High! They have told us the way of salvation!" [Acts 16:17] Then they will tell everyone how much good you did for them.





Some will show Jesus their special dress of innocence you helped them keep unstained by sin. Others will tell him of the trouble you took to help them wash away their sins in the blood of the Lamb, and lead them back to the right path. They will all join to ask Jesus to judge you mercifully and bring you quickly to the reward you helped them to get.





What glory for all good teachers, when everyone learns how hard they worked to "bring the little children" to Jesus. The thanks these blessed children give you will echo around heaven. Act with goodness and wisdom in your care for your pupils, if you want all these blessings and this great glory in heaven.
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